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Bacteria and Viruses (p485-490) 
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Biologists know that bacteria can cause human 
disease by  

a. entering cells and using the cell to make new 
bacteria.  

b. producing toxic substances that interfere 
with normal cell function.  

c. decomposing the remains of dead 
organisms.  

d. changing atmospheric nitrogen into nitrogen 
compounds.  
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A process that destroys bacteria by subjecting 
them to great heat is known as  

a. refrigeration.  

b. sterilization.  

c. pickling.  

d. boiling. 
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Which of the following diseases is transmitted by 
a mosquito bite?  

a. influenza  

b. measles  

c. West Nile virus  

d. chickenpox  
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Which of the following diseases is thought to be 
caused by prions?   

a. diphtheria  

b. mad cow disease  

c. tuberculosis  

d. smallpox 
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The best way to combat viral diseases is 

a. to use antibiotics.  

b. to treat individual symptoms.  

c. to use preventive vaccines.  

d. to let the disease “cure itself.”  
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